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Chapter 12 

Printed Private Library Catalogues as · 
a Source for the History of Reading in 
Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-Century 
Europe 

Helwi Blom, Rindert Jagersma and Juliette Reboul 

To paraphrase a common saying: 'Show me your bookcase and I will 
reil you who you are'. The situation is a little more complex for the 
researcher interested in historica! readers and the contents of private 
libraries from the past. If some historical collections survived in their 
original form for a few generations, old and inherited libraries were 
often dismantled, collections broken up, and books deemed worth 
preserving scattered across many new libraries. Yet there are several 
ways to discover what historica! libraries contained and, by studying 
rhem, to understand who their owners were. Various sources can allow 
us to explore the interests of historica! readers and former reading 
cultures: traces of provenance, ego-documents, probate inventories 
and c;atalogues all contain information on books, collections and their 
owners.1 This chapter discusses printed catalogues of private libraries 
as historica! sources. Our leading question will be: to what extent and 
in what capacity can printed catalogues of private libraries contribute 
to the history of reading and, in particular, the history of seventeenth­
and eighteenth-century European readers? 

The first ground-breaking scholarly use of printed private library 
catalogues dates from 1910, when Daniel Mornet published his article 
·Les enseignements des bibliothèques privées (1750- 1780)'.2 His 
quest to reassess the influence of Enlightenment writers traditionally 
accepted as the forefathers of modernity led him to consider the utility 
of a corpus of 500 Parisian printed catalogues kept in Toulouse.3 In 
1917, following Mornet, Dutch researcher Sophie A. Krijn looked at 
100 Dutch catalogues compiled between 1700 and 1750 in order to 
analyse the spread of French books in the Dutch Republic.4 Around 
the same time, Harold Mattingly and Jan Burnett drew up a list of 
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, 1\ J rrr,1w1 11111111, ,,.,nnn11 mnnr mn nnn 11mnrrt1 ~·,,,111111 

,til tlil' honk ~.dl' 1.,lt,dn~11n l\l 'Jll 111 tlw 111 il"" /\ 11 1'11·11111, llll h1d11111 
111a11y for privall' lihr,Hi1.·~.1 Ah h111111,h 111tl'l'l'~I i11 priv,lll' lr hrnt'll'I' 1, il 
to sporadi1.· p11hlkatio11s in il1l' dn ,1d1·'1 loll11w111g Mot'lll'l'" ,111111, , 
only a handful of rcscard1c.:rs 11 1.1tk· l'X ll'nsiw llSl' of pri11tcd 1 ,11n 
logues of private librarn..:s to stmly dll' hisrory or ideas.1' Tlw 1111111 

genera! question of the co11tc:11 ts and uses of diff L:rl'. tll ki 11d~ 111 li1111~ 
lists and catalogues as historica! sourccs and bibliogr;1phirn l .,id~ 1\111 
developed from the 1950s onwarcls through 1111111c.:rous p11h l1 l .11111111 
The most influential among the early oncs we1T thos1: ui 1\11111, 
Taylor in the United States, Graham Pollard a11d Alhnt Fli ,·111.111 111 
England, and the team of François Furet in Pra 11ce/ Whrn 111111 li 
work was undertaken on probate inventories i11 the hro:1dl'I' 1111111 1 
of social history and the history of mentalities i11 the 1960s a11d i '' ·o,, 
the hooks in those inventories became thl'. subject of ;111 i1111l·,1•,t11M 
number of separate studies.8 Same researchers explicitly s1;111·.I 11111 
the information contained in probate inventorics co11s ri tt11n l .1 l1111, 1 
base for the analysis of historica! book ownership and readi11g 11tlt 1111 
than printed catalogues, because the Jatter would have hlTII il1 ,11111 
up only for larger collections considered to ho ld a suhst :1 111 i,il v.d111 
Dominique Varry, for example, reduced the ut ility of sak , ,tt .111111,111 
of private libraries to the study of bibliophilia.9 

Yet thanks toa renewed interest by historians in recept ion ..,,11.111 
and book cultures in the 1980s, studies of printcd catalog11vs ol p111 ,tl• 
libraries as wel! as book sale catalogues ga ined widcr trau irn1. 111 •11.!1 
new contributions to methodological discussion 0 11 thc usc 11I 111,111, 
lists as a (book) historica! and bibliographical source, a widl' r.11 '"·' 111 
conferences and publications on seventeenth - and ciglm.:rnt h t 1·111111 1 
private libraries and their (printed) catalogues have scrn I lw 111\111 
in recent decades. 10 In general, these stud ies and digi ta l pn111·l ,., ,111 
regionally or nationally oriented, but their authors haw chosrn .1111 1 ~, 
angles of research in which quantitative or qual ira tivc ;1spn 1~ 1•L11 
roles of varying importance. Some of them focus 011 hook , ,w111 1 •,li11• 
and prosopographical research. 11 Othcrs arc pri maril y i111\T1·~1, ,1 111 

the role sale catalogues played in the book tr;:idcY î'hl' .,1rl1111 1 ,il 
classification and the ways in which printed cat,1 loguL·s w1·n· 11',1 d 111 
the long eighteenth century regularl y resurfaces.1.1 /\lso .11 tl11 l11 ,111 
of several ar ticles and projccts is the sy11chro11ic1I :111d/m dt,ll 1111111 
ical study of the prcsc11ce of cert·a i11 :H1 thors, :1ml typt'., ol l\'\h i111il 
books.14 Over the last few yc:1rs, 1111 11 1no11s projnü u111u'1'111·,I ,, ril, 
the virtual reconstrt1ct i<>11 nf lilir:iril's h:1Vl' lll't'lt i11 it i.1tl'd . Wl11I, 11111>1 
of the111 frn:11s Clll 11 wdi1·v. tl 111011,1,ii,· lihr:1ri1•0, .111tl l1:111dwl'llt1·11 1111111 
toril's, so11H· p:1y .1111·1111"11 1,, 1•,11·Jy 11111d1·n1 tt1lll'111e111, ,111111·111•1',ollt• 

7'11 

11-11, v, difkn·111 t)' (H'" 111 111 111111·1-, 11111•111t1Nl11111 p11v,1lt' 10111·111011~ 1111d 
1111k11 rlw11· 1111 11 1·111 '1 v111111dly lllll"•"' rl,11·. 11 1111· 11 111 11 111111 of 1°-lt,d, li-. li 
1111'. 111w11tl>l'll'/, 111 1111lil 1'l ltnl l'Hl,ilo~m·s cil p1·1v1111· li li1 ,1 1·i1·i. lo11 1i1111l'd 
1lt11 rlw l lJIOs; h<1w1'Vl' I', s1t1dini 011 1111' 111:111·rial rcally 11111k oll 

1111111 dw l1J70s 011w:mls, drivcn hy lihrnri:i 11s .111d l'l'seard1ns :1lik1·. 11· 
1111' adw111 of d igi 1al h11 111a11 it ics has opc11l'd 11cw possi biliti1·s lor 
loll'l,ll' Sl'alc resea rch hased 011 pri11 ted c1ta logt1es of priv:\lt· lihrn ri1·,. 
11111 ow11 projcl·t , MEDIATE (Measuri ng Et1lightc11111cm: Di ssL·111 i11,11 
l11p, ld1·as, Autho rs and 'kxrs i11 Europe), aims to hri11g to light 11t·w 
rrt 1>1 p1:l't ivcs 011 n.::idcrs a11d reading cultures i11 eiglltl'l.'111 h-l'l'l ll ll l'Y 
l 11111111.\ a11d espccially 011 the cirrnlation of books assm·iatcd with thl' 
l 1tl lgh1 e11 111cm , usi11g purpose-bu il t digital tools.17 

Alt hough rhe resea rch of the last decades has shown the 11sl.: l'ul111·.,, 
111 priv.ite lihrary c~italogues in reception studies a nd for I hl' history 
111 n•,1d i11g, the caveats for mulated by Dominique Va rry have 110 1 lo~I 
1 h1•ir ri:lcvance, bccausc thcy are inherent to the sonrce. Prin tc.:d L';ll :t 
l1tHIH'S of private librarics are pa rt of a largcr body of tcxts whw,1· 
111,1111 purposc is to li st books. This corpus incl ucles all sorls o!' li .... 1.,: 
1 ,1111 lo~ues designcd by or for ind ividual libra ry owncrs, prnhatl' i1 1 
\11•111orics, invcntorics of tradc stock, satirica) catalogm·s, t.:,tt,1 log111·., 
111 pu blic libraries, indices of forbidden hooks a11d lii hl iow,1ph1Ltl 
tt•pc·r1ories. Lists of books come in d ifferent shapes .111d si:t.l',..,, w1111 
11111 ,hk disrinctions regard ing their fo rm, purpose, co11tt·111 .111d 11 .. ,·. 1" 
A~ lnr as the form is 1:onccrned, one 1:ou!J fo r exa111pll' d i~t111~1.11, .,h 
li, 1w1·1·11 handwrit tcn, printed and digital li sts of hooks. l >111" l 1>1ilil 
,drn look at the bibliographical for mat, whcther the list ap1w,11nl .1~ 11 

~,•p,,rate publ ication o r whethcr it was inscrted in a1101 her hoede ~111111· 
11~,., wnc cornpilcd for commercial rcasons, i11cludi11g list~ ol 1wwlv 
1t11li lished hooks, auction catalogucs and catalogucs of t·ir111l.1111w, 
111,rnries. O thers might have scrved lcgal purposcs (proh:1tc i11vl·111ori1·,) 
1111 do111esti1: <mes, such as catalogucs compilcd for the persrn1al 11s1· ,il 
l111111< ow11ers. Some werc publishcd to honour the lifc achil'VL'llH'III" 
111 111c111ory of the possessor of the books listed , or were i11tt·111hl 111 
puhlicise rhc collection . Wc can also catcgorise these c:11a luf!,t1l's l,y 
llu·ir co11t e11t, the na ture of the collections, the way they art· Ol'f!,:ll1isnl, 
111 rlll' presem:c of paratcx1ual elcmcnts. The pluri f"orn1 pl'l>Jll'l'tÎl's 111 
tilt' gi·11rc lead to 111:rny q11es1io11s. l)o the hooks co111pi lnl ll>J-',l'thn 
d1•~1 ri lw exis1i 11 f!,l l'l'al 1:ol ll'ct iu11s or do they rl'fcr to so1111· i111.1gi11nl 
t'll"i1'111 l,k, s11d1 as t·,11,1 loµ,llt'"' 1 il id1·.tl li hra ril's :111d sat i rirn l l·,11.dof!,tll's( 
l >11 1l11· c 11n logiw~ d1·.,11·tlw 1111 1·11t in· tol ln·tio11, :i M'lnti1111 lro111 11 , 
01 1wrl1.1p~ o,1•wra l u1ll1·l 1111111, 1•111 tof,\l'rlH"r? l >11 tlwy 1,.,, ,111y 11tl1n 
111,,tt•ri,d h1·."'id1·., liook -.f l11oln·d, p,11111it1K~, pr1111 "', l lll'ln"ii tl<''i ,111d 1·w11 



so1rn:ti111cs a i:0111pkll· "l'I 111 h1111~1·h11ld lwlo11~111~-. 111.1y lw ,,., 111d, 1 
alongsidc the co11tc11l of lihr.1rin,, l;i1111lly, hook l.'.tt,1lo~m·~ w1·11· 11 1.i il 111 

multiple ways, not only :ts .1 nll':111:,; 1 o 111:111,,!1,l.'. the l'Ollll'III" ol p, 1 ~1111ttl 
or public libraries, but also as bibliographic.11 1·cfcrc11l'I.· work 'I, 11111.I~ 
on the formation of the idcal private library or (more pr.1l lll ,1lh ,1dl1 
as an early version of the Bookman's Price Index. 1'

1 

There have been several attempts to catcgorisc pri111 n 1 , .11 ,il11~111 
of private libraries and to create typologies of hook li._,.,, 11111 tl11 
results have been at times confusing and conflicting. for t·x,11111 1h Il, 11 
van Selm's project 'Book Sales Catalogues of the D111d1 lk 1111l,l1i' 1, 

vague about the reasons behind its choices. So1m: of dw , .11, p,111 h 

might overlap, like 'auction catalogue private lihr:ll'y ', \ .11 ,il, ,p111 
private library', 'manuscript private library' and 'mc11H >ri.1 l l ,I t.il11ii.11, 
Similarly, the terms 'ventes publiques' and 'catalogucs dl' v, 11H ' 11, 

used by Bléchet and in the database 'Esprit des livn.:s' tn ,I,·•,, 1 il ,, 1 
corpus that includes catalogues that were not intcndcd to h.1w .1 , 11111 
mercial purpose.20 With regard to French catalogues, Ni1. 11lt- l\ l.1 •, 111111 
has demonstrated that, depending on the approach and f.1 l l 111 " 1 il, , 11 

into account (that is, analytica! bibliography, prcsi;nt at i1111 , , l.1•,~111 
cation, sales conditions, and othcrs), different typologk, , ,1 1111 • 
'catalogues de vente' can be elaborated.21 ln fact, co111p.11111 p, .! 11 1 
from different regions is a delicate if not impossiblc task. h1r 111•,1.1111, 
if we take a look at the availablc data for France, the 1>111d1 Hq,11l ,l1t 
and the British Isles (Figure 12.1), we find that the methodolnl',11 ·• 11 ,, .1 
by the main studies in the field and the type of catalogucs i11.l11, 1,, 1 111 
excluded from their union lists differ substantial ly for l',1d1 11.1111111 11 
context. This complicates any attempt to comprchc11d t lll' d,·,·, 1, 11' 
ment of private library cataloguing at a European level. 

A typology referringto commercial purposes should i11 a11 y, .1~, ,111 
ferentiate between auctions and fixed-price salcs (1Jt'11/c•s ,) /'o1 1111,1l1l,'I 
as well as between retail sale (vente au détail) and hulk sak (1n11,, ," 
black). While this differentiation has been attcmplcd hy A l.111 11 11111111 
and Lenore Coral with categories such as 'am:tions' :111d ' 11)\vl'I 11 \1 il 
prices', their list does not differentiatc betwcen privatl' .111d 1111111 
sellers' collections. It is the highly permeablc cha ra eter ol tlw li, 1111, 11~1 
itself that complicates attempts at a ddinitio11 :111d catq~on,.1111111 111 
the material: the nature of private lihrary catalogul's is ~ud, 111.11 d u 1 
tend to serve different purposcs and 111111.u i; f rn111 0111· typ,· 111 .11111111, 1 
For instancc, 01H.: mi~ht print :1 rn1 .ilo~11c privatl'ly lor Olll'', pl'I \1111,11 
usc, ai111 :lt l'lw sa1111· IÎIIH' 111 pr11111otl' tht' l.'ollnti1111 .111d pl'l'h ,,p-.1111111 
rhar so1m·<>11l-' wil! lw 1111 cn·,1l·d 111 llll yi11~ it . Al ... o, .1 h.111dw111t1 11 
do111,·,1i~ c 1t.tlog11l' 01 pro h,11 1· 111vt·111ory , ,111 .11 ... 111111· p111111 lw 1111111 il 

l il 
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l'lulll'G 12.1 Numbers of surviving editions of cotologues publishecl bolwuo11 
1 'l')'J 1111d 1800, as recorded by Gruys for the Dutch Republic, by Blóclinl ond 

111"11 Mw ion for France, and by Munby and Corol for the British lslcs 

"''' •• J. A. (Hans) Gruys, • Rijk lof Michael van Goens. Het myste rie va n da 24. 200 vmdwn11n11 
1h1l"1.JI', 111 Ton va n Uchelen and Hennie van Gaingo (eds), Van pen tot laser: 31 oµ, lollrn, ovnr h11n~ 

•11 •• l111ff (Am,lerdom: De Builenkant, 1996), pp. 150- 6; Française Bléchel, Le• vento< p11hl"I'"" , la 
/111•• " " 111111co. 1630 - 1750: réperloire des catologues consorvés ó la 8ibliofhóque Nc,liu1111l0 (! >,f.,,,1 

,li.11, .. 1111111dolion, 1991 ); Michel Marion, Colledions e t col/edionneurs de liv,es rw Xl/lllo "~' /n 
(1\111• 11 C ha mpion, 1999); Alan N. L Munby and Lenore Carol (eds), British Book SC1/u < <1ic,/111111n, 
)111~ /11()0: A Union l ist (London: Mansell, 1977) 

111111 .1 pri11tt:d salc cataloguc, and the lattcr can later scrw ;i ., .1 liil,1111 
Ml1lt1lm·.tl manual. 1n fact, salc catalogucs of private lihr.1rn·., ufll'II 
11'11' '•1r as items in printcd salc catalogucs, thus indicati11g ., d1,111p,1· 

111 p11rposi;. For instance, lots 1137 to 1.165 of the library l>I F11 v,l1 ... li 
d1•1v.y 111a11 Michael Lort, sold in 179 1, contain no lcss tha11 filt y l1w 
, 111 1tlop.m:s, forty -six of which refer to private librarics.n Fi11.ill y, tlll' 
11 1111 'priv:m:' itsclf hides the reality of tbc widcsprcad p11hlil 11~1· ol 
111 IV,lll' lihraries, which their owncrs frequently opcned 10 rd.11 ivn, 
li ll'lld, .111d othcr casual visitors.21 This was the case 11ot just lor t·l11,· 
lll11 11ril'S hut also for genteel and bourgeois private lihrarics. 

l'n·vio11s research has poi11tcd out that difficultics i11 11 ... i11g , .11.1 
11111,11n d() 1io1 soldy lic in ddi11i11~ a typology of catalo~11l's: l 11l'rl' .11·,· 

1111 tlwr pi1fal ls in I ryi 11~ to .111al ysc and inrcrpret thl'ir n111ll'III..,, i11 
f1tlllll\ll.1r ;1 p<>tl'llli.il ll>lll1i-.io11 hl'tWl'l'll hook ownership .111d n·.1di11 1-\ 
, 11lt11H·. E.1rly nill l" 111 M1111w1 's .,,11dy of caralop.tll'S poi111t·d 11111 
tl1.11 ,l lm11k 11w11l'd "' 11111 111·1 t•11o;lll'il y ,1 hook rcad.14 Sl·vnal ~111dll', 111 
•11 1v1·1111·1·111I, ,11111 1·111,h11·1·111h 11111111 v lihr.1ri1·., l 0ill ,1i11i1111, 1 l111111,,111<I ,; 111 
111 11 ,lc 'l l'l' l.111· 111111I, 111\' III 1 ~1t1p 111 l llli l;llflll'l'i ... 111, lo ll11wi 11v. nh~1·1 V.11 lllll' 



r, t11w1 r11nm ~111nt1rr 1nnn1 ~mn nnri 1111111rr" ,-:rmn111 

by l·arl y 111od1·r11 l•'.11rnpn 111 11101 1tl1 ~IM ,111d ph1lo'loplu·1", 111111', l•1 1111 
Jean de l.a l\rnyc.'n: i'a111011sly 111odt1·d ,1 l1t111l, 11w1w1· 'l h11w111 ..-, 1111 1 
lcather-bou11d collectio11, hli ssl11ll y 1111aw,1rr of' dw hool,-i' 1111111111 
Jean Lcpautn: had already prod11c1·d :111 l'11gr;1vit1g ilh1-.1 r. 1111111, 1111 , 1 
bodiment of this type of 'mad' hooklovl'r.''· Puhli ..,hnl 111 1,,,, 1 d 
Menagiana contain a juicy anecdote aboul .1 Frc11ch s11n11t,•111 /,111I 1 
-fi,nances who allegedly askcd Gilles Mé11age 10 p11rch,1-.1· .1 1, ,111pl11 
library on his behalf: he worried that people wou ld di M rnwt 111 11111 lt t 
death that he didn't own one.27Wh.ile somc collcclors ,1w11, d 1111,11 
they had never read or even opened, othcrs read hook •, il1o11 1111 
didn't own. They borrowed books from frie11ds and lÎ1'l 1il .11 11111 111 I 
subscript.ion libraries, and listened to them bei11g rrnd .tlCll 1d Il, o1d1 
books in libraries were not all necessarily purchased hy 1111 , 11\ 11, 1 
themselves: some were gifts, others were inherited. 'l'hi~ 11111 d,I, 111 
question of whether a library (catalogue) reflccts tlw rradttt F, 111 1, 1, 1 

of the owner. 
Printed catalogues of private libraries were not dl'si~1 wil •" 1•'1 

an inventory of all titles actually read by the owner, hul 11111 d11 1111 
always list all the hooks possessed by an individual. Il i-. 11 11111111 1111 
to acknowledge that printed catalogues represenr ,111 i111.tf•,1 · 111 tl, 
library frozen in time. Often they were compilcd at a 111rni11p, 11111111 l11 
the life of a collection: the death of an owncr, a (forcn l) -..il, 11111 11 
bankruptcy, a departure, a loss of interest. Somcti 111cs tlll'y w, 1, 11 ,, 1 
as a way to clean up or restart a collection. Even m,11H1snip1 ,111111, ••111 
catalogues, offering better perspectives on the dynamics ol li1111I, , 111 
lecting and the management of libraries by individ 11 al <1w11, 1-, ,111 
limited in their capacity to testify to the totality of the hook ~ 1lii11 1\, 11 

part of owners' (previous and subsequent) collcctio11s. llrn,k ,, tl 111 
were actually present in the library of an individua l mi!!,hl 1101 ,11 •111 ,11 

in a published catalogue for numerous reasons. Thi.:y 111i!!,h1 li.m 1,, 1 11 
given away or kept aside for other purposes. A co111para1 iw •11111h 111 
inventories and printed catalogues of the samc collect io11 11 11 ,1111h 
shows that there can be important discrepancics het WtT11 1 lw \\ ,11 
hooks are listed in the two sources.28 Anothcr reaso11 lor 1111 •, 1, 1111 1 
of discrepancy is the fact tbat booksellers, at least in the M'V1•11t, 111111 
and eighteenth centuries, would sometimes add part of I lll'il' -.11 11 1 - •H 
what was presented as a private collcctio11, dcspite lcgal n·s1 ril 1111,.,, 1111 
the practice.29 This is perhaps why i\1111 Middlcton had a p,11•,t· 111 ~1·11 , ,1 
in the salc catalogue of hn h11shand's lihrary (17S0 1) s1a1 in p,: ' l 1111, 
this opportunity t·o ass,m· tlw 1'11hlk, 1h,11 tl1is C:,11 ,ifo,1<111• l011t.11w, tl 11 
genuine Library of lh. Middll't1111 , wilhCllll :111y i\l11·ra11011, .111d I'• •,111,1 
for 111y Adva111agl''. 10 l\n,111~<· 11111•11sorship lnw~ 1111·iKhtt•1•111h , ,·111111 1 

111111 ,•, honk..,t• ll,•1" 1~11111'd 11llll 1,tl ~.11 1do~lll'/II 1h,11 0111111nl lu1•li1dd1•11 
11111h p1·1·•w11t i11 1 ltl' 1 oll1·l l 1n11 lor -.a ll', l,111 ,11 tlw -.:11111· 111111· 1111111d 

11 111 111 .1dwni,i;1• .111d sl'il 1lws1• d.1ndl·11 ti111· p11hli1.·i1tiorn,. 111 ,~111111· 
1ph''i ol t:i~hll'e111h 1.·c·11111ry Frl'11d1 rn1nlo~11es Wl' IÎ1lll h:111dwr111 1·11 

h I ol itl·111s tlrnt Wl'l"l: pari of a 'vcnll· secrC'l/c'' 1ha1 took pl.11.·l· ii, tlu· 
1t1w ol tlll' orlic ial sak.·11 One should also keep i11 111ind t hnt w1·,tl1 hv 

111 ,,,, u,1dd divide ,heir hook collcction hctwi:rn differl'11t n·.~idrnt i.tl 

l 1t1p1•n k.~. The catalogue produeed after the passing of Sir Willi :1111 
\1111,·II i11 17% stall's th:1t on ly his 'town-library' (8 11 ln1s) w,1" 11p 

111 11111!- ." 111 1791, fol lowing a11 ill11ess, llunell had 11wwd pn ,11.1 
111 111ly tn his l'01111try estatc of Decpdene i11 Sussex, whl·rl· la· c,w111'd 
1 11, <111d lihrary. While somc salt: catalogues inforn1 1 he h11yl'l' 1 h.11 

1111 t 11lln·1 io11 1hey descrihe is a complctc lihrary or only pari of 11, 
11, 1, ,1~" 11r:11Kcs are oftc11 difficu lt to verify. The co111111n1.·ial L h.1r,H 1,·1 

111 .,,Il' c,11alog11cs also lcd booksellers to ignorc eheap pri111 :111d old 
11h111w1,. l1 1stead of listing these works in the catalogues, tlwy tl1C1111•,lr1 

Il 11ilhl ic.:111 10 infortn the public that, at the bcginning of L·ad1 Sl'ssio11 , 
tlu v wo11ld scll :1 number of unidcntificd hooks. This pra1.·1in· w.1-: -.o 

11111111u11 i11 France that in 1792 the editor of the cataloguc ;111111>11lll 1111•, 
tli, -1tl1· of the li brary of Laideguive de P.echeville ex pliLill y w,1111n l 
11,1i•11·1" 11·d hu yers that ead1 session woL1ld start immedi ;ll l' I}' wrl li tlw 

11, ol I hl' lot· numhers indicatcd in the printcd order of s;il<'. 11 

Aru,1 her important pitfa ll rela tes to the way titlcs Wl'I'\' rt 'L 111,kd 
1111111 ,ilogues. Certain ly catalogues are .in genera! lllorl' dc1.1iln l 111.111 
lt11111111riL·s. Yct despi tc the larger nmnber of detail s giv1·11 i11 L,ll ,1 
l11M111•1,, 1 he description of an item does not always allow l he r1·-.,·,111 l1t·1 
111 llllow which work is prcscntcd, let al one the part k ul.,r,-. 111 11 ~ 
,111(011. H Titles can be shortened, authors' names omi1t l'd, ,1111111 1,111 

111 dllfil·tdt to know which titlc or cdition was ow11ed i11 1 he .i1,.,,.,h ,, 
111 ,1 Y(' ll l' or place of publication. Thcn thcrc are the ohvio11s 111 i-.1.1 l-1·~ 
111,1il1• liy the l'o111pilcr or the printer. T hese issues of1 en co1111· 1 ov.1·1 ltn. 
lt t• possihle that mistakcs of this kind happencd d11ri11!!, tl1L' n1111pilr1 1g 
,,1 ilu· invenrory of books, as compilers ofte11 worked in p:1irs, w1ll1 

1111 t r1111scrihi11g the titlcs read out by thc other. Cat :ilogl11·s 1,111 
1l rn hr vague about the titks and thc number of hooks co11t.1i111·d 111 
111,1111 lo1s. F. xpressio11s lik1· ' p:icket' and '1m/1mu·s d1!/1tfl'1'il/, ,./ w1•ff 
0111111111 dy 11snl to rd'1·r 111 lolkl.'lions of s111 alkr hooks, 1ïih1·1111·r,1 

111,I hooks dn ·111cd lrs" i1111·n ·-.1i1114. 11 Thl' IH>ll' in the i11w 111ory 111 
"" lilirary or <:a rdi11.tl de· !{11111'114'11 s.1yi1rg 1ha1 :1 d1'SL'l'ip1 io11 nl ilw 

11 111 ,·111 " of a h1111dll' ol 1111 , ,·d I Il h·~ '1·11 -.1 l''(d·d i'.· I(' prix dl' ll' III' v.tlk111 ' 
1 \\ 111il.l haw 1''<l1'1'dC'd I h,·11 \'1th1t•'), p1·11h,1hl}' rdln 11·d ,1 pri1H 1pl1· 1 li,11 
1111.l,,I ilw W<1rk ol 111 ,111 r 111ll t1'll1·111, 1'' 
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( )111· nl 1111· 111,1111 ohw~tll)II~ 111,1,li- In 11~111~ ~.11 11loxw·~ .1-. ., srn11,1 
10 s1 11dy IIH· history of 1·1·,1d 111~ ,~ IIH' l.1lt tlrnt pl'Îlllt·d l'.ltalov.11, -
rqm . .:sc111 011ly the colln·1in11~ ol .1 k·nnwd l\':llk·rship .1111<111g 1h, 
social and finan<:ial ditcs of :1 p.1ni1..·11bl' ptl'iod. 'l'lw q11t·s1i111 1 111 
t~e rc~rc~enrntivcncss of any col'p11s oJ pri111cd ca1:1 loµ,11t·s of pri\',III 
libranes 1s a complex one, bccausc it is doscly rclated 10 q111·..,11n11-
of survival rates. A study by ! lans Gruys shows 1ha1 tlw s111·v11·,d 
rat~s of catalogues printed in the eightecnth-century Dutch Jlcp,il,111 

osc1llates between 6 and 21 per cent, depending on the city. 17 li, 11 11 

Dutch Republic it was compulsory to publish a carnlogue fol' c,·, 11 
book sale. Hence, these figures are based on the discrepancy lwtw1 1 11 

the number of book sales given in local registrics of hook ,llll 111111, 
and that of surviving catalogues. We cannot extrapolate from < ;n 11-~·­

study to other European contexts any assumptions conccminv. 1111 
survival rates of catalogues, however. Survival rates Jepcnd on s1·v1 1 tl 
factors. Voluminous catalogues as well as chose of prestigious lihr. 11 ,, ~ 
and famous individuals stood better chances of being pn:~1-, 1,, ,1 
Catalogues of larger libraries, especially professional lihrariL·, .11 11 1 

encyclopaedic ones, were sometimes preserved to be uscJ as rcf n,·111, 
works.38 Chance often plays an important part in the prescrv.1111111 
of individual copies: the Herzog August Bibliothek (Wol fe11h1111, 1. 
Germany) put together by famous collectors Julius ( t528 8'J) .11 111 
August Il (1579-1666), Dukes of Brunswick-Lüneburg, stil l crn1c .1111 
a large collection of catalogues sent over by several Europea11 1" ".~ 
agents in charge of buying books for each collector. Aftcr tlw 1·1111111 
a sale, used catalogues could sometimes be archived by colkctm, ,111d 
librarians and hence preserved. 

There is also a clear discrepancy between the numbcr of cat ;dnp,111 
ascribed to male and female owners. As David Allan starcs: 

At the same time the nature of heritable property o rd inari ly dL·, n·11.111, 11 
under primogeniture also meant that documenta ry records ll'11d, .1 111 
default to ascribe ownership to men even whcrc fcmalc f:im ily ttll'tlll 11 1~ 
mighc in practice have been the most frequent uscrs, even I lw , ,, 1p,1t1,1l 
acquirers, of certain books.39 

The case of the Bodleian copy of the carnloguc of thl· lihr.11 1 111 
Charles-Nicolas Huguet de Sémonvillc (d icd 1729) is q11i1 1· 1·,1,,1 
ordinary in this respccr: u11likl.' 01hn k11ow11 co1,ics of 1hi,; t·m.d1111111 
published in Paris in 17.12, il ;ilso i11d11dt·s a s11ppkt111..·111 lis1it11', 11 11 ,,,, 

of Huguct's widowcd d:111gh1n, < :h.1rlo11l' M.,dl' ll'itll·, who dtl'd 11 11 ,, 

ycn rs a ftn her f;11 hn.-111 

l'1l1tlt11l l'1lv111" 11111111) 1 1111111,u111t1, ,I Il 

111111tl'd tt1t 11lo~11r11 ol 111w,1tt· l1hr,1111·, 11111 h1·1 pa''ll'llt t ht· prohll'111 
1 1111111y11111y, .,~ illl' 1111111· 111 1111' lihrnry nw1H·1· ill 1101 always (1,dly) 
111,.I 1111 thr cat:1!0~11<·. J11itials, p1.·rso11:1l dt·tails and handwritLcn 
1111,11,11 io11s (as farm, tlwsl' c111 he trustcd) c:111 ncvcrthclcss givc indi-
1111,11•, of his or her idc11tity. 'J'his can bl: problematic for the history 
1 1, 11d1nl-\, as it sccms that somc of these catalogues were purpose-

111111 11ttrilmtcd to private collectors when in fact they were composed 
1 l11111k-.dkr's stocks. 

l i11ld111,,\ hooks listed to spccific owners can also be dif:ficult in 
11 11l11~111·s advcrtising more than one libraq~ In France and the Dutch 

1 , p11hl1l, cat:1.loguc compilers usually divided collections accor~ing 
111 11w111·rship. 111 the British Isles, however, the contents of mulnple 
1ti.1 11 H' '< wcre oftcn rearranged in one list. London bookseller James 
1\11, l, l.111d 111ixcd several libraries when he compiled a sale catalogue 

t tlu· lihr:ll'ics of Dissenting ministers John Killinghal and Edward 
l, 111lry ,dong with those of 'several other eminent persons deceased'.41 

~11111 of the descriptions of the 1,089 lots indicates who the actual 
"' 111 1 ui cach item was. 

1 h'"pilc all these shortcomings, pitfalls, problems and exceptions, 

111 11111'd ca1:1. logues of private libraries remain a unique and rich source 
1"1 tl11· st uJy of the history of books and readers, thanks to several 
1111, 111·l.11cJ factors: 

N11111hns. Thousands of catalogues of private libraries wcre printed 
111 11rancc, the Dutch Republic and the British Isles in the long 
, iv,h1ccnth century. Although no surviving copies have (yet) been 
1,11·111 ilicd fora large proportion of them, the corpus of catalogues at 
, 1111· disposal is extremely rich. It is biased towards large catalogues 
,11111 prestigious collections, but we can find records of smaller 
,111d lllOl'C humble collections, especially from the mid-eighteenth 
, 1•11t11ry onwards, when the population of book owners became 
lm l'l•asingly hctcrogeneous.42 

' 1\1 c'l'ssibility. Unlike most manuscript catalogues and probate in­
v1•111orics, printcd catalogues were generally produced in multiple 
, npics, increasing thcir chances of being preserved.43 Thanks 
111 the rccognisabk tcmplate of their titles and because they are 
h1111ks, printcd ca1:1lo~11cs of private libraries are easier to track 
.l11w11 in cn1alo~11e:-. of p11hliL collcctions than manuscript lists of 
l,110ks hidd1.·11 witl1111 pl'oh.111· it1vc11torics, the Jatter nOI" oftcn being 
11,·1111-inl in 1101.ir1,1I ,m hiv<'~. lllll'llll'r, 111a11y print cd library cata­
lo~lll'S lrom tlw 'it'v1·1111 ·111tl1 u·11111ry 0 11wanls .in· 110w av:cilahk 
1111l11w 111 spt'l1,il1Nnl 11•111111 1tnt'll''4 likc I\S( :() .11nl tlw Philosophilal 
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Lihr.1rivs proit-1..·1 ,111d 111 d.11 ,1li111't''I -.11d1 .1-. (;ll11>4k Hook s, 1;i : 1\1 ), 
ECU) or ( ;allici. 

3. Density of' the in/orm11lir111 /1rw1itl,·d. T:1ki11g i,110 :11..l'1111111 1111 
other factors, private library c,Halog11cs providc ;1 quic.:k a11d 11111111 11 
overview of what individua l collce1io11s prohahly lookcd lik,· .11 .i 

certain point in time. Admittcdly, cgo-don1111c11t·s givc :111 i11 ... ,p,h1 
into which books were actually read and convcy a het l'l'I' id,·.1 , ,1 

reading experiences and practices. But these soun.:cs arl' ran· .11111 
generally focus on few specific titles. Meanwhilc, caralog111·-. ol 
stocks and new publications of booksellers do not providL· 1111t ,1 
mation on buyers. 

4. Bibliographical detail. Library catalogues gcnerally gi vc 111111, 
detailed descriptions of the editions that were owned tha11 pruli,11, 
inventories and ego-documents. Besides specifications rega rd i 11)'. 1 I 1, 
format, number of volumes, place and date of publicatio11s o! ..... 11,, 
hooks, private library catalogues often indicatc special char.1, 11 1 
istics of individual copies, noting their physical appearancc, •,111 li 
as the type of binding or the type of paper, and recording wlw1 li, 1 
pages or volumes are missing. 

5. An insight into the second-hand book trade. Sale cataloµ,111' " ,,1 

private libraries give us an insight into the recirculation of lm, ,1, ~ 
They offer information about the provenance of certain COllll ••, 
especially those that were annotated or owned by famous pl'N 1111,, 
and thus enable us to follow the footsteps of particular bo11k ,, 11 

Further, the practice of naming the retailers of the catalog11c dl11 
minates (trans)national networks of book sellers and othcr I u 11 ,1 
agents. 

6. Annotated prices. The first thing scrawled prices can rl'w,11 j,, 
whether a specific book of the collection was actually boughr or 11, ,1 
The handwritten prices in the margins of a copy of the catalo~1w 111 
the collection of Balthazar Boreel (1673-1744) given to his wid11" .i•, 
proof of the auction results clear]y show that not all the hooks w, 1, 
sold.45 The study of the variation of prices for similar editiom, .111,I 
titles over a long period of time and in different countrics co11ld .1l•,11 
help estimate the fluctuating demand for certain works :llld edit 1111111 
T here is, however, considerable difficulty in inte rpreti11g a11y pril 1·. 11 

The fact that some catalogucs display two sets of rnanusnipt pn, 1·~, 
on the left and right 111argi11s of the tcxt, 011ly adds t·o this prohl1·111 
When the cataloguc it·sdf dol'S 11ot prnvidc fun her i11forn1a1 i1111, 
one can 011ly spcc1ilall' what ho1h Sl'IS r1·pn'Sl'l1t. Mon·ov1-r, lOIII 
pariso11 of st·wrnl n,pit-s 111 ilw ~.lllll' rn1alog11t· l',111 hri11~ to lq,,111 
i11vxplk.1hh- dilfn1·11l 1·~ lw1 wn 111 IH· priu·s l"l'lOl"L h·d :1' 

N,1111,·d /1111'1 /,,1\1•1,. i\ l1111-1,111s of l'Olllllll' l'1 1,d lUtnln)!,IH.'S so 111c1im1·s 
di -1p l.1y hn11tlwri1 1t·11 11.11111·s or scribhil-d i11itin ls. Thcsc co11 ld 
l'l'kr to tlw 1woplt· who h011ght I he lots advcniscd or to the com-
111iss io11c rs rcprl·sc11ti11g 1hc111.48 Jf the 1wmcs of thosc idcntified as 
111dividual huycrs rcappcar scvcral times during a sale or in different 
lllt.t logucs, the catalogues can help us to get an idea of specific 
rn,ding intc rests. 

Il l111rther studies. Catalogues contain (mostly anonymous) com­
llll'l11s that provide valuable bits of information for the study of 
1 he history of the book and reception studies. These annotations 
1 .111 pcrtain to the state or rarity of a certain copy, the quality 
of a particular edition, the description of the item or the with­
drnwal of an item from the sale. The unknown owner of numerous 
r1gh1ccnth-century catalogues published in Lille apparently used 
1 hl'lll as a checklist, crossing out titles he already possessed himself 
(or didn't want?) and indicating those he could find elsewhere, for 
t·xa mplc in the collection of his brother Joseph.49 Lastly, bored 
n·.1dcrs and children seem to have left existential questions and 
',1rtistic' doodles in catalogues. 

' li1 coudude, catalogues of private libraries area rich source in spitc 
111 1hcir pitfalls. With the right methods, they can be used successfully 
111 1>1111dy questions such as the developing composition of rcadcrships, 
[,. ~l 'll'lli11g literature and the existence of shared reading interests. In 
1111" rn11text, we want to point out that the history of reading does 
11111 l\('Ccssarily have to be limited to the actual act of reading. Indeed, 
1, "''nrchcrs like Philippe Martin and Pierre Bayard have noted various 
,111, 1 diffcring levels in the 'appropriation' of books.50 The starting 
p111111 of our own research has been a long-debated question: what 
.11.I 111..·oplc read in the eighteenth century, or, more accurately, what 
,l1o I people actually read in a period that we naw call the Age of 
1 11li1-1,htc11mcnt? Earlier uses of catalogues were limited in scope due 
111 prnctical difficulties mostly related to a time-consuming manual 
l\pp1·0.1ch. The ongoing digitisation of historica! library catalogues 
,111.I t hl' d t:mocra ti sation of d igital tools allow for large-scale studies 
111 ult;tlogucs. Wid1 i1s p11rposc-built digital database, a data-driven 
141,,j,·ct lik<.: MEDI/\TE has the pore11tial to con firm or challenge tra­
,11111,11.1111arrativcs of tlH' rn1·ptio11 of hooks, rcadcrship composition 
111,I n ·adns' 1,1o;ll'~ i11 1.-. lll'l'[H', 11 hili transcriprio11s of catalogucs 

111 pt·iv;lll' lihr.1ri1·.., will .dl11w 1,., In 111:tp lhl' jll'l'Sl'lll'l' of hooks and 
,1111h11r.., i11 i11t111 .... 1111h 111 11 p,h11 ·1·111h l1°11111r y hn11ws .1n11so; F.11ropeY 
1 hi•i l,111111111 111l ·ll'lli•i.h 11 111 •,t will .1ll11w 11~ 111 id"111ify w11rlo, !11.11 



wen: u,111111l'l'l'i,dly ~lllU\'l~ l1il .11 1l1<· 1i11u- ln11 h,tVl' .~i11n· l,l'l'll ,1l111w,1 

forgolle11. Sl'l'o11d, prnsopo~r.1plti~ .t1 studies of gro11ps of ow1 11•1-
defincd by lol'arion, ).!,L'lldl' r, pmfl:ssio11, rdigio us dl·110111ir1.1111111, 
politica] and other affiliatio11s migh1 bri11g to light 1111cx1wctl·d sh.1 11.I 
affinities for certain authors, hooks a11d genres. Mea11whik, l'ad1 d1,, 
crepancy and deviation might indicate a personal reading i11tc11 ·•.i 
Finally, bringing together and analysing data from Sl'Veral rcgio11~ "dl 
provide us with a solid base for the study of transregional phl·1101111 1111 

in the history of reading. 
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/11.f,,,. 1•,•rs,•h, •11 (Wl\1 , l111q.1/ 1._1111 1)l,~lt .111M'II 1111d Ncum :11111, 2.014). Scl' :ilso 
t ,011lt'1 lkrp.n, 'l11w11t ,111· ,tl~ l)1U'III' cl<·r .\1r,.i.1 lv,l'sl'i1iJm· d,·~ i.('~(·ns' , 
1<11111,1111,11,,/,,• l1•11,,/,11/1/1/11 /1111,1/111·,v,1•"/11, ·/,r,•, ~ (l'IHI), l'Jl· lr,H HO, 



'J. 1 >i,111111111111· V,1rry, '1\p!' l'~ll ~111 li•~ l11hll111IH·q 111•~ pl'ivl'!'H d,· l'h11·1· l011l1• 
q111·1•~ '""' l.1 lt,·v11l1111011', 1\1111,,I,,, ,1,, N111111,111d1,•, •1.\:.1 ( l 1J1H'), pp. 1.', • H 

10. For workN d1·; d111f!, Jll'llll ,ll'liy w11le lJlll'~l11111.~ rq.\11l'lli11fl, 1t11·1·hodol111\I 
a11d 1he ~ouri.:e 111,\lerial i1 sclf, lll't\ .1 111011~ otlwr~: Rd11h.ml W111111111111 
(cJ.), 13üdn ·1·kattdc,5,!,I' als (111d1~1•schi<·/JtficlJ,, (.),lfl'fl1•11 in d1•r /111/,,•,r 

Neuzeit (Wicsbadcn: ü. l larrassowitz, 1984); Scars Jayne, J.ilm,rv c '.il,1 
logues of the English Renaissance, 2nd cdition (Codnl111in1,1: ,\1 1',1111'• 
Bibliographies, 1983); Archer Taylor, Book Cataloxw•s: 'J'ln•ir \l,111,·111 
and Uses, 2nd edition, revised by Wm. P. Barlow Jr (Wi11d1t·,11 1 •,1 
Edmundsbury Press, 1986); Yann Sordet, 'Une approd1c de.~ "i.::11.1l11p,111 
domestiques" de bibliothèques privées (XVIk~--XVlllc sÎt:l:k·), 11 1°,1111 

ments et m iroirs de collecrions particulières', Buffelin c/11 bi/1/,0/11,,/, , 1 
(1997), pp. 92- 123; Makolm Walsby, 'Book Lists and Thcir M,·.1111111, 
in Malcolm Walsby and Natasha Constantinidou (cds), Dorn111,·11l,111l 

the Early Modern Book World: lnventories and Catalog11r•s i11 !\ 1, 11 ,i, 

script and Print (Leiden: Bril!, 2013), pp. 1- 24; h édéric Barhil' r, ' 1111, 11 1 

Dubois and Yann Sordet (eds), De l'argile au nuage: lf11<' 11rd1,•11/11~1, 
des catalogues (2e millénaire av. J-C - 21e siècle). Catalogue tl,·/',,,,,,, 
sition (Paris: Bibliothèque Mazarine/Bibliothèq ue de Genève, r'·d1111111 , 
des Cendres, 2015); Anja Dular, 'Problematika raziskova nj ,1 zg11.!1,1111 ► 
zasebnih knjiznic - zanke in uganke [Problems Arising Whl'11 Jlt-M·.11 , 1, 
ing the History of Private Libraries -Traps and Puzzlcsl', K1111 :111o,, 
59:3 (2015), pp. 17-32; Flavia Bruni and Andrew Pcttegrcc (l·d,). / ,,., 
Books: Reconstructing the Print World of Pre-lndustriaf Euro/w ( l .1·111, 11 

Brill, 2016); Hartmut Beyer, Katrin Schmidt, Jörn M ünkncr :111.I l 111111 
Steyer, 'Bibliotheken im Buch: Die Erschlielsung von priv,11 rn 1111, 11, 1 

samrnlungen der Frühneuzeit über Auktionskataloge', in l la1111:1h 1111•11 h 
Franz Fischer and Patrick Sahle (eds), Kodikofogie rmd /'11ldo,1:,1, 1/•l•11 
im digitalen Zeitalter (Norderstedt: Books on Demand , 20 17), ""I 1\ 
pp. 43-70. With regard to conferences, the ' Invitarional Co11fr1·<·111 " 1111 
Book Catalogues: Their Collecting, Preservation, Cataloguing :1 11d t 1~1 • 

held at the Grolier Club in New York City in January 199) (sn· 'l\11111, 
Catalogues, Today and Tomorrow: Reports and Prcsentarions i'r11111 11 11 

1995 BSA Conference', Papers of the Bibfiogra/1hical Soci1•ty o/ 1\111,·11o ,1 

(PBSA), 89:4 (1995)) , was the first of many gntherings of :1 •• 1.l1·111h 
and librarians around the subject of printcd catalogucs a11d h1111k ~,1', 
See for example: Annie C haron and Élisabcth Par inel (eds), / ., .. , 1·,•111, 
de livres et leurs catalogues: XVlle-XX e sihf<,. Actr•s clr·s jo11r11,·,·• ,,, 
ganisées par l'Ecole nationale des chart<•s (l,aris, / 'i jt1111•i,·r /11•1.'i 1 , 1 

par l'ENSSIB (Villeurbanne, 22 januier / 99NJ (l'a ris: i'-:rnil- 11.1111111,il, .t, 
chartes, 2000); Robin M ycrs, Michael 11:irris ;111d c;ilr, i\1.111d,·lh1111 1 
(eds), Under the Hcmmrl'r: /look 1\//ciicms si11n• 1/J,· .'fr11,•11/1•1·111I, 1 ',•111111, 
(New Castlc, DF.: O:1k K110II l'rl·ss; .111d l.011d1111: lln1 i, h 1.ihrn,·1,, 1111111r 
'Book Catalogucs, 'li>111nrr11w .111d lkyond : l'rorel'lli 11 p., of 1111' .'OOH 1 11 11 

fc renl'c ~pcrnsorl'd hy dw < ;l'lllll'1 l '111h .111d 1h(' l11hl11111,r.111lm ;il ,111 r, 11 

f lflllnlf l lt\rl11P ftfllfllJ'' lfl111••tl'H'"' 

/',1/11•1 , of tl,,· /l1/1/t11)1.t,1/d1/1 ,,1 Sri< 11•1 ,, 11/ •\1111•1h ,, (/ 1/IS1\ ), 10.' ·1 (,'OllH), 
1'I ,. \•11 HO; 111111 1111· , , 111 li• r t'lll l' ' \l•II 1111', ,1 lll l l 11ll1·1 t 11111,: 1'1 Il 11,•d !look ,,1h· 
1 111111111,1.m·~ .111.I 1'11v,111• i lh1,u·1l'~ 111 Jlal'ly i\ 1111 11•111 1-'.11r11p1•', ll111 vrr~11 y 111 

1 11v.li.1rr, 2.0 2. 1 ~r1111·111hl'I' l017. 
11 l 111 1'l<11111p lc: Mil hd M.1rio11, Colf1•i'/1m1s l'I mlf,•1·11111111,·11 r.~ .11• l11•11•., 

,111 .': VIIII' sit\i·fr (l'a ri~: 11. C ha lllpio11, l 9'N); i\1111il' Ch.1 n111, /•: ~1111/ tl,·., 
/11,,,,., (l',ll'ls: 1\ .:ok nat ionale dt·s d 1ar tes1 2015) - l·d1111,11 C·lt·dr1111111111· 
,,1 <.h11ps://elcc.c11c.smbonnc.fr/catalol-',lH.:ve11 te> (al'l'l'Sst·d 1, 1\11111M 
l()IIJ); 1hc l'hilosophii.:al Lihrarics projel'l (l'i ,a) al < h1tp://p1rn,. 11111l ,1. 

lt • (nnTsst·d 15 A11g11sr .l.0 19); David l'c:1 rson 's pmjn·1 1111 I• 11gl 1 ,li 
li11ok 11w11crs i 11 1 he scve11tee11th ccntmy ,11 hu p://w ww. hi h,11(·,111 )1., 111- / 

1 rn1l t· 111 /e11gl ish-hook-owncrs-seve11tecnth-ct·nr11ry (accc~snl l '1 1\ 111•,11~1 
'!!l 1J); l>:ivid Pc:irso11, 'Thl' English Priv:ltl' L.ihr:1ry in dw 17 111 l:1·11111r)'', 
/ 1/11•,,ry, 14:4(20 12), pp. ]79-99; and the l·'.arly Modern ~,:hol.ir.,' l.1hr.11 1,·, 
1'1111c'l't (Wolfcnbüttel) ar < http://www.hah.de/de/ho1 11 l·/w1,,<"11,, l1 .d 1/ 
h l l'H li II ngsprofil-u nd-projektc/fruehncuzcitl iche-1,?.cleh r1 t· r 1h1 hl tt ,1 IH·k1·11. 
ht111I • (acccsscd 15 August 2019). Tht'l'C has al,o lll'l'll ,1 ll1111d 111 
1111, m st udics using puhlished eatalogues to invcstigatc carly 11111dn11 111 '"" 
111lkttio 11s owncd by individ uah or spei:ific l-',ro11ps (wo111t·11, \( hol.11 '• 
wr11ns, 111edii.:al doctors, dcrgymcn, 111cmbers of diffl·rt·11 1 r<"l1p,i1111~ dl' 
1111111111at io11s, aristocrats). For two carly 11atio11,il overvil·w, 'l'I': Wnll p,,11111, 

1\d,1111, ' l'rivatbibliothckcn im 17. und 18. Jahrhunden. h >l'M l11111p,,h1·11, h1 
IIJ7~ 1')88', lnlerncttioncrfes Archi11 (iir Sozia/gt'sc-/Ji,ht,· ,!,·, l >,•111" 1,,.,, 
/ 11,•ralur, 15: l ( 1990), pp. 123-73; and Henk W. dt· Knok,·, .11 1d Il, 11 

1·,111 ~dm, Hoekcultuur in de Lar,c Landen, 1500 18011: {1i/ilt r1,11,1,1/11• n111 

1111/Jlikalil's over particulier boeke11bezil in Noord- c'II Zuid N,·, f,·1/,111,I, 
1•,•1 .~, /,1•111•11 11oor 1991 (Utrecht: I IES, l 983). 

1 1 1111, is for instani.:e the case for: l lans l)ictl'r Gcbauer, llii, f,,·r,111kt11111,·11 
111 l>,·11tsd1lm1d im 17. jahrhunderl (Bonn: Bouvier, 1 ')81 ); lll'l't v.111 ~1'1111, 
/· ,·11 111r•11ix/Jte tref(elijcke boecken: Nederlandse lmek /1,111,I, ,(" ,11,r/11.~:, 111 
/1,•f lw/1,ill 11e111 de ze/Jen tiende ee11w (Utrecht: I IES, 1987); M Yl'I'~. 1 l.1111•, 

,111d M:111dd brorc (eds), Under tbe /-l ammer; Lis llyhl'rg, lll'llkt,· /,"k,·1 
11/ l1v111,111n og bo11de: bokauksjonen i den norske fi11 1•rcr•r,• 111/1•111l1,1!,l1,·1 

I / \() / H 15 (Oslo: Det Humanistiskc Fakultct, Universit l'll'I 1 ( ),lo, !00 1); 

l'rd1·<1 Rucda Ram1rez, 'Libros venales. Los cat:110µ.os dl' 111~ l1h1•1·1m 

1111d1d1ll·es (s iglos XVll- XVIll)', Estudios 1 /11111a11fstirns. l /1slor1,1, 11 
(JO l .l) , pp. 195- 222; lwona lmánskn. l'er 111Nfi11111 ,111(1111,w : ,111/..·, /r' 
k~1,1i.l-k 111 Rzeczypos1)(1/it1·j (XVII-XVIII 111.) l/'r·r t//('di11111 11111 /10111,; 
/11111 /.: /\11clicms in 1/J1• /'ofi.,/; Co111 111011111ea/1I, ( 17rl, /Htf, < :t'/1/1111,·., ) I 

( !i1111r'1: Wydaw11ktwo N.111k11Wl' llMK, 2013); :111d l'l·drn l{ul'tl.t IC1111ll 1·1 
,illll l l11ls /\µ.md (l-d,), / .,, /Jfll1/1tid,11{ ,Ic•/ li/1m 1•11 ,·f 1111111tl11 lm11,1111, 11 

(•1)1.IW XVII XX):< ',11i1l11),l.11., ,/,• 1•1•111,1 tl,• /ili rt'Yo.~ y 1'tl1/11r,, (ll.m r l1111,1 : 
l '11111 11rl111r, .>OI<,). ,\ri • ,d~11 l v11tl11,1 W.dl, ''f'lw l;11gli , li 1\11!111111 : N.1r1 ,111w 
111 1>1~111.1111 1,111'.,·, l ·t>{l,1,•,•111/J 1 '1•11111rv S111dws. 11: 1 (l 1>1>7), PI'· 1 .'.\. 
h11 ,•x,111q, 11·, 11 1. h 1, ollu 1111 Il,·, 1, 111,11111 , /•1·,11,-,,.,.,, /,,. l'r11•,11l1rl,/111tllt'l..'1'11: 



1 l11r,•1 .~11, /,1111,v,,•11 ;11 l I1I•I.r/I1I , ,,,1,•111,11,k 111,d 1111, l1!1t•.,11 : 1111 f.li. /,1I,, 
/mll(fr•rl (Frn nkf1 11'1 :1111 M11111: 1\11 , ld11ti1dln VL·1·L'i11i1-11111µ, l 'JHH); V.d, 1 h 

Ncvcu, 'L' inst:riplion de In d .1.~~d iu ll 11 111 hihli o1-1 raph1qt1l' d:1 11~ k d111 11q, 
des scicnccs (~n XVlk déh111 X VIII L' s.)', Novc111 hcr lO I0, J\11w1 ~, 
France, at <https://halshs.an:hiws-011vct·tl'S, 1'r/h:dshs-00S992.7<,..,. (,11 

cessed 15 August 2019); Em111:111udlc Chapro11, 'Ci n;ula1io11 l'I 11~.ip,1 ~ 
des cata!ogues de bibliothèqucs dans l'Europc du XVll k sÎ('L·I<'' , 111 
Frédéric Barbier and Andrea De Pasqua lc (cds), U11 'istit11:áo11,· ,l,•1 
Lumi: la biblioteca. Teoria, gestione e pratiche ûib/iotenm111111, J,, 
nell'Europa dei Lumi (Parma: Musco Bodoniano, 2013), pp. 29 11'1 ; 1 111 
manuelle Chapron, 'Monde savant et ventes de bibliothèqltl:s t·1 1 1:1.1111 , 
méridiona!e dans la seconde moitié du XVIIIe siècle ', A 1m11l<·s d11 t,, 11,/1, 
283 (2013), pp. 409-29. 

14. See, for example: Anne François, 'Les collect ions privéc.:s de liv1l'•, , 1 
d'instruments de musique au travers des catalogues de vcntc hnl\ .. 11111~, 
~urant les règnes de Marie-Thérèse et Joseph II d 'Autrichc ( 1740 1)111 11 ·, 
Etudes sur Ie 18e siècle, 19 (1992), pp. 79- 82; H elwi Blom, 'La pri'·,,·11,, 
de romans de chevalerie dans les bibliothèques privées de.~ XVII, , 1 
XVIIIe siècles', in Thierry Delcourt and Élisabth Parinet (cds), / ,11 /11/,/,,, 
thèque bleue et les littératures de colportage (Paris: Éco!e des Ch:1f't n /l ,1 
maison du boulanger, 2000), pp. 51---67; Alicia C. Montoya , 'Frl·111 li ,111,I 
English Women Writers in Dutch Libra ry Catalogues, 1700- 1800: ,\11 11 1, 
Methodological Considerations and Preliminary Results', in Str1.111 1 11 1 
Dijk, Petra Broomans, Janet F. van der Meulen and Pim van Omr 1111 11 
(eds), 'I Have Heard About You'. Foreign Women 's Writing Cross111~: tl•, 
Dutch Border: From Sappho to Selma Lagerlöf (Hilversum: Vl'l'I, '" 11 

2004), pp. 182- 216; Paul J. Smith, 'La présence de la littéra turc fr:1 11~ ,11 ~, 
renaissante dans les cacalogues des venres aux enchères en 11 1111.111, I, 
au XVIIe siècle. Bilan et perspectives', Renaissance and Re/i1m1,1/11111 
Renaissance et Reforme, 34:3 (2011), pp. 185- 202; Charon, l-:s/111/ ,/, 
livres (manuscripts); the Philosophical Libraries project (philm11pl111 ,d 
works). 

15. For example, the Bibliothèque M azarine en lignc at < hnp://w11" 
bibliotheque-mazarine.fr/fr/evenements/projets/bibliothcquc-dc 111 .1 1.11111 
en-ligne>; Montesquieu. Bibliothèque & éditi ons at <http://11m 111 t·,q11111 1 
huma-num.fr/bibliotheque/inrroducrion>; and the projct:t· Bihlioth, ,11 11 
Privées à l'Áge Moderne (BIPrAM) at <https://cah icr. hypotlw~,·•• 111 1• 
bipram> (all accessed 15 August 2019). 

16. See Antonio Roddguez Mofiino, Historie, d<' los rnl1Îlo,11,ns d,· /1/,,,.,1,1 
espanoles (1661-1840): estudio /J iÛ/iográfico (Madrid : i\rtes < l1.tf11 ,1, 
Soler, 1966); Christian P6l igry, /,c's rnlalogrws dr' l1i/1/iotl.11li111r•.~ d11 X \ /1,,, 
XVIIIe et X!Xe sièd,•s, i11sr111'r111 18/'i: m 111rill/llÎr>11 ,) /'i111 1,•11t,111,· ,/11 
Fonds ancir'n 1fr la l!i/1/iot/11\,111,· M1111Î<'Îf1,,I, , cl,• '/ i111l011s,· ('li111l, ,11,11 
Biblim hèqt1L' 1111 111il·ip.dt• d1· 'l i11 1lo11s1·, l1J'7•l); l·îi1.1h1·1l1 W,,J,1,1., ' \ 

( :hn·kl i~t of 1::1rly t\11s1r.1l1.111 l111C1kw llt-n ' .111,I :\ 111C11,111·1·r~• l .11l ,dc,p,1 1c • 

·;t,!, 

,111,I 1\dvl'l'ciM·11w11l ~. IH0O IH•l'J' (111 1lt1c·1· p11rl~). /111/11'1111 nf' tlw 
/11/1/trJ)/. l'il/1/Jlt,1/ SrJr/1'/V o/ A11.1·/r,1/i,1 ,111,I N1•11 1 /.1•rilr111d, J ( 1978), pp. 
1 1 1 4H; 4:1 (1971J), pp. il <,<i ; -1:l ( l<J71J), pp. 95 150; i\ l:111 N. L. Munby 
,111d I.C'nlll'c Coral (cds), !11·itisl, /look Sali• C111<1lo~1-res 1676- 1800: A Union 
I 1~1 (l .ondun : M :111scl l, 1977); Jeanne Blogie, R..épertoire des catalogues 
,1,, 1•,·111,·.~ d,, li11res i111/1rimés (Brussels: Fl. Tulkens, 1982- 2003); Frans 
V,11ale11holc, Inventaris van veilingcatalogi 1615-1914 met topografische, 
t1l/,1l11•rischr• en inhoudsindexen (Ghent: Rijksuniversiteit te Gent, 1987); 
f\ l.1ri11 ( ;, Cccca rclli , Vocis et animarum pinacothecae. Cataloghi di 
/11/1/ioll'che private dei secoli XVII- XVIII nei fondi dell'Angelica (Roma: 
1-, 111110 pol igrafico c Zecca dello Sta to, 1990); Françoise Bléchet, Les 
l't'lllr'$ /1//bliques de livres en France, 1630-1750: répertoire des catalogues 
1 CJ/l.~1•1·11/,s à la Bibliothèque Nationale (Oxford: Voltaire Foundation, 
1•1•11); Ger hard Loh, Verzeichnis der Kataloge von Buchauktionen 

1111cl l'rivatûibliotheken aus dem deutschsprachigen Raum (Leipzig: 
l l1dvcrsitiitsbibliotbek Leipzig, 1995-); Gerhard Loh, Die europäischen 
l'rll'at(;i/;/iotheken und Buchauktionen. Ein Verzeichnis ihrer Kataloge 
(1 c1p1,ig: Universitätsbibliothek Leipzig, 1996- ); J. A. (Hans) Gruys and 
1 lrnk W. de Kooker (eds), Book Sales Catalogues of the Dutch Republic, 
/ W9 1800: Guide (Leiden: IDC Publishers, 1997). See also the database 
'll11ok Sales Catalogues Online' at <http://primarysources.brillonline. 
, , 1111/browse/book-sales-catalogues-online> (accessed 15 August 2019); 
l'1l'l'rc Dclsaerdt and Dries Vanysacker, 'Repertorium van Antwerpse 
hol'kcnvcilingen 1750-1800', De Gulden Passer, 75 (1997), pp. 5-119; 
t lil' database of early modern sale catalogues conserved in Lyon and 
< ln·no blc hosted on the website of the Institut d'Histoire du Livre at 
• h I tp :/ / i hl .enssi b. fr/bases-de-donnees/ ca ralogue-de-vente-de-livres-
1111l'ie11s> (accessed 15 August 2019); Michael North, Printed Catalogues 
11/' /.'rench Book Auctions and Sales by Private Treaty, 1643-1830, in the 
11/m1ry of the Grolier Club (New York: Grolier Club, 2004); Harald Ils0e, 
111/Jli()teker til salg. Om danske bogauktioner og kataloger 1661- 1811 
(l :opcnhagen: M useum Tusculanums Forlag, K0benhavn, 2007); Stefania 
ill'l'gamo and M arco Callegari (eds), Libri in vendita. Cataloghi librari 
1w/'1• /Jiûlioteche padovane (1647- 1850) (Milan: Franco Angeli , 2009); 
I{, ,hin C. Alston , lnventory of Safe Catalogues of N amed and Attributed 
, >11,11,•rs of Books Said by Retail or Auction 1676-1800: An Inventory 
of Sales in the Rritish lsles, America, the United States, Canada, 
/11di11 (Yc:1don: priv:m.:ly printcd for the author, 2010); Charon, Esprit 
d,•s lil'l'es. Somc ui' the s1 ud ics of book owners and the nature of the 
w lh ·1io11s :1lso l'011 t:1i11 n:: l\' 11sivc bibliographical lists of catalogues. This 
,~ 1lw L' ;1se for: i\1111 111·1, 'l .n l'llSl' igncmcnts'; c;eba ucr, Bi-icherauktionen 
111 1 >,·11fs,N ,111il; llc•, 1, 11u11111, 1:r,111z,1ïsis<'IJ<• l 'ri1J/1i/Ji /1liot/Jekf•11; M:1rio11 , 
( :111/,,, ti1111s r'/ , ,1/1,•, /1111111,•111 ,. i' l'lltt În!!, :111crion t::1l :dog11es "f prival l' 
l1hr.1r1,·~ w11~ 11111~tl l' ,1 W, ~1,·1·11 F11ro1w:111 pht·1u11rn·11011, l11·1ae tli l' 
-11ll'l ll y of l,tl,111111,1,q,hi. il 11-1- 111 ~11d11'll hht 11 ti<111 , l11r lo',11, 1c•t'tl 1:.11 rop,·. 



A l11rw· 111qt1111111 l11111dwt111, 1111111,I, 11~,~ ,11111111t1il111,111t·~ 1111111 1h1· l'q1,1o11 1 
111wrvd hy 1lic ,111\ll' lll l,111p.d1,111 ui l l11111-1,11·y lin11, h11wt·Vt' I', ht·c·n 111 ,1,I, 
:tvnilali lc hy lhl' t,·.1111 uf l~lv,\ 11 Mc111o l( , i ll < h11p:/lrt'al 1·m l.111 1nlc h11/v 11·1\ 
sc ri cs/Adart = F l r XV I-XVIII 2.E .~1.=1:.1, .111li .~:,,.l•ll t111i 111m,g,1l111 ,1111I, 
t=F6rt= F.911et= E91wz.h11111 > (al'rt'~s1·d 15 A11µ, 11 s1 2.0 I '>) . 

17. Alicia M ontoya, ' Midd lcbrnw, Rt' ligio11, :t 11d ï'hl' F11 rnpl'illl J-.id1g l1 1111 
ment: A New Bibliometrie Project , M ED IJ\ï'E ( IM,S 182.0)', /•1,·11, /1 
History and Civilization, 7 (20 .1 7), pp. 66-79, :1 t < lmp://h i'r.1111, ,1111 
rude/vol7/montoya7> (accessed 15 August 201 9). 

18. In this chapter we use the word 'catalogue' in it.~ hrnnd •<'Il'•' ,1, 
'descriptive list'. On terminological issues rega rding lists of hrn,1- ,, •11, 

Marie-Renée Cazabon, 'Catalogue' , in Pascal Fo ucl1é, D:111 icl I', ·, li111t1 

~nd Philippe Schuwer (eds), Dictionnaire encyclo{Jédit/11<· r/11 li1'1'1' (l',11 1• 
Editions du Cercle de la Libraire, 2002) , vo l. 1, pp. 469- 79; .111d ( 't 111,, I' 
ción Rodriguez Parada, 'Los catálogos e inventarios c11 la hi ~1,111 ,1 ,1,1 
li bro y de las bibliotecas', BiD: textos universitaris de bibliot,•, ·.,11111111,1 
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